
October 2020 Readings 
 
Sunday 4th October 
 
17th Sunday after Trinity 
 
Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12 -20 
 
Then God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; you shall have no other gods before 
me. 
 
You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether in the form of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is on the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the 
earth. 
 
You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord 
will not acquit anyone who misuses his name. 
 
Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. For six days you shall labour and do 
all your work. 
 
Honour your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 
that the Lord your God is giving you. 
 
You shall not murder. 
 
You shall not commit adultery. 
 
You shall not steal. 
 
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbour. 
 
You shall not covet your neighbour’s house; you shall not covet your neighbour’s 
wife, or male or female slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbour. 
 
When all the people witnessed the thunder and lightning, the sound of the 
trumpet, and the mountain smoking, they were afraid and trembled and stood at a 
distance, and said to Moses, ‘You speak to us, and we will listen; but do not let 
God speak to us, or we will die.’ Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid; for 
God has come only to test you and to put the fear of him upon you so that you do 
not sin.’ 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 



Philippians 3:4b-14 
 
Even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. If anyone else has 
reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: circumcised on the eighth day, a 
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless. Yet whatever gains I had, these I have 
come to regard as loss because of Christ. More than that, I regard everything as 
loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I 
have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I 
may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
from God based on faith. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection 
and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, if somehow I 
may attain the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained this or 
have already reached the goal; but I press on to make it my own, because Christ 
Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my 
own; but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, I press on towards the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of 
God in Christ Jesus. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Reading 
 
Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord. No one comes to the 
Father except through me. 

All Alleluia 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
All      Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Matthew 21:33-end 
 
‘Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard, put a 
fence around it, dug a wine press in it, and built a watch-tower. Then he leased it 
to tenants and went to another country. When the harvest time had come, he sent 
his slaves to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized his slaves 
and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. Again he sent other slaves, more 
than the first; and they treated them in the same way. Finally he sent his son to 
them, saying, “They will respect my son.” But when the tenants saw the son, they 
said to themselves, “This is the heir; come, let us kill him and get his inheritance.” 
So they seized him, threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him. Now when the 
owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?’ They said to him, 
‘He will put those wretches to a miserable death, and lease the vineyard to other 
tenants who will give him the produce at the harvest time.’ 
 
 



Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the scriptures: 
“The stone that the builders rejected 
   has become the cornerstone; 
this was the Lord’s doing, 
   and it is amazing in our eyes”?  
Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to 
a people that produces the fruits of the kingdom. The one who falls on this stone 
will be broken to pieces; and it will crush anyone on whom it falls.’ 
 
When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they realized that he 
was speaking about them. They wanted to arrest him, but they feared the crowds, 
because they regarded him as a prophet. 
 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
  



Sunday 11th October  
 
18th Sunday after Trinity 
 
Exodus 32:1-14 
 
When the people saw that Moses delayed to come down from the mountain, the 
people gathered around Aaron and said to him, ‘Come, make gods for us, who shall 
go before us; as for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of the land of 
Egypt, we do not know what has become of him.’ Aaron said to them, ‘Take off 
the gold rings that are on the ears of your wives, your sons, and your daughters, 
and bring them to me.’ So all the people took off the gold rings from their ears, 
and brought them to Aaron. He took the gold from them, formed it in a mould, and 
cast an image of a calf; and they said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought 
you up out of the land of Egypt!’ When Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; 
and Aaron made proclamation and said, ‘Tomorrow shall be a festival to the Lord.’ 
They rose early the next day, and offered burnt-offerings and brought sacrifices of 
well-being; and the people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to revel. 
 
The Lord said to Moses, ‘Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out 
of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; they have been quick to turn aside 
from the way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a 
calf, and have worshipped it and sacrificed to it, and said, “These are your gods, O 
Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!” ’ The Lord said to Moses, ‘I 
have seen this people, how stiff-necked they are. Now let me alone, so that my 
wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make 
a great nation.’ 
 
But Moses implored the Lord his God, and said, ‘O Lord, why does your wrath burn 
hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great 
power and with a mighty hand? Why should the Egyptians say, “It was with evil 
intent that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume 
them from the face of the earth”? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind 
and do not bring disaster on your people. Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, 
your servants, how you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, “I will 
multiply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have 
promised I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it for ever.” ’ And 
the Lord changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his 
people. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
  



Philippians 4:1-9 
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 
stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
 
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I 
ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled 
beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-
workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known 
to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts 
and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, whatever is just, 
whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any 
excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 
Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in 
me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Reading 
 
           Alleluia, alleluia. 

  I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord. No one comes to the     
 Father except through me. 

All  Alleluia 

           Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
All       Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
 
Matthew 22:1-14 
 
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven may 
be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves 
to call those who had been invited to the wedding banquet, but they would not 
come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have been invited: Look, 
I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 
everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it and 
went away, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his 
slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. The king was enraged. He sent his 
troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his 
slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore 
into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” 
Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both 
good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 



 
‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not 
wearing a wedding robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here 
without a wedding robe?” And he was speechless. Then the king said to the 
attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, 
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few 
are chosen.’ 
 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
  



Sunday 18th October 
 
Luke The Evangelist 
 
Acts 16:6-12a 
They went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden by the 
Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. When they had come opposite Mysia, they 
attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them; so, 
passing by Mysia, they went down to Troas. During the night Paul had a vision: 
there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, ‘Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.’ When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to 
cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the 
good news to them. 
 
We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day 
to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of 
Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 
2 Timothy 4:5-17 
 
As for you, always be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry 
out your ministry fully. 
 
As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my 
departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have 
kept the faith. From now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous judge, will give to me on that day, and not only to 
me but also to all who have longed for his appearing.  
 
Do your best to come to me soon, for Demas, in love with this present world, has 
deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to 
Dalmatia. Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, for he is useful 
in my ministry. I have sent Tychicus to Ephesus. When you come, bring the cloak 
that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above all the parchments. 
Alexander the coppersmith did me great harm; the Lord will pay him back for his 
deeds. You also must beware of him, for he strongly opposed our message. 
 
At my first defence no one came to my support, but all deserted me. May it not be 
counted against them! But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength, so that 
through me the message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear 
it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
  



Alleluia, alleluia. 
I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord. No one comes to 
the Father except through me. 

All       Alleluia 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
All  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Luke 10:1-9 
 
After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in 
pairs to every town and place where he himself intended to go. He said to them, 
‘The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the 
harvest to send out labourers into his harvest. Go on your way. See, I am sending 
you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; 
and greet no one on the road. Whatever house you enter, first say, “Peace to this 
house!” And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that 
person; but if not, it will return to you. Remain in the same house, eating and 
drinking whatever they provide, for the labourer deserves to be paid. Do not move 
about from house to house. Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome 
you, eat what is set before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, 
“The kingdom of God has come near to you.” 
 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
  



Sunday 25th October 
Last Sunday after Trinity 
 
Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, 
which is opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land: Gilead as far 
as Dan, all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far 
as the Western Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the 
city of palm trees—as far as Zoar. The Lord said to him, ‘This is the land of which I 
swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, “I will give it to your 
descendants”; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over 
there.’ Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in the land of Moab, at the 
Lord’s command. He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-
peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day. Moses was one hundred and 
twenty years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigour had not 
abated. The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab for thirty days; then 
the period of mourning for Moses was ended. 
 
Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his 
hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had commanded 
Moses. 
 
Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew 
face to face. He was unequalled for all the signs and wonders that the Lord sent 
him to perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his 
entire land, and for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power 
that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 
but though we had already suffered and been shamefully maltreated at Philippi, as 
you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite 
of great opposition. For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives 
or trickery, but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the 
message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God 
who tests our hearts. As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with 
words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; nor did we seek praise from mortals, 
whether from you or from others, though we might have made demands as 
apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for 
her own children. So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share 
with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have 
become very dear to us. 
 

This is the word of the Lord. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 



Gospel Reading 
          Alleluia, alleluia. 
          I am the way, the truth, and the life, says the Lord. No one comes to the  
          Father except through me. 
All Alleluia 

           Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
All       Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Matthew 22:34-end 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together, and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. ‘Teacher, 
which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ He said to him, ‘ “You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You 
shall love your neighbour as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets.’ 
 
 
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 
‘What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?’ They said to him, ‘The son of 
David.’ He said to them, ‘How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, 
saying,  
“The Lord said to my Lord, 
‘Sit at my right hand, 
   until I put your enemies under your feet’ ”?  
If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?’ No one was able to give him 
an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
 

At the end 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
All  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 


